Adventures in Greece

“We must stop Hades! If he possesses the amulet, we are all doomed. It will diminish our powers, and no one will be able to stop him,” Zeus exclaims.
 	“But, how can we stop him?” queries Dionisis.
“We can’t just sit around and do nothing!” exclaims Hephastus. 
“One thing we can do is send someone to retrieve it before him,” says Athena, thoughtfully
“There shall be a vote. All in favor of sending someone to retrieve it?” asks Zeus. Every hand in the counsel goes up. “It’s decided. We shall choose a mortal to journey into Terata, the realm of the monsters, and retrieve the amulet before Hades finds it, and destroys us all.”  
My name is Conner, I live in Colorado. I am 12 years old with brown hair and bright green eyes. “Let’s look in the attic,” I say when Riley comes in. 
“Okay,” she responds. We walk up to the attic and start going through some boxes. We don’t find anything of interest until we discover a metal stopwatch. It is the most peculiar thing, instead of numbers, it has famous landmarks: the Pyramids, the Parthenon, the Eiffel Tower, and many others. I click the button to see if it works. The arrow starts spinning. Suddenly, we aren’t in the attic anymore! “Where are we?” Riley says. Somebody walks past us in a toga. 
“Excuse me, where are we?” I ask.
 “Τι λες, ενοχλητέ ξένε;” he responds. Then it strikes me,
 “We’re in ancient Greece! The time of the gods,” I say.
 “How can we be in Greece, we were just in your attic?”. 
“Don’t you see! The stopwatch brought us here!” We wander around until we find a huge grey building with giant columns. We walk in, and what we see before us is a set of twelve thrones arranged in a U around a hearth. 
“How dare you interrupt our council!” We jump in surprise.
“State your names,” says a man whom I presume is Zeus.
 	“ Conner, and Riley, sir.” 
“The fates have sent you to help us. We shall send these mortals” he says turning to the council
“For  what?” exclaims Riley
“To save us all by journeying to Terata, the realm of the monster, and retrieve the amulet before Hades does,”
“Us? But-” I say.
He interrupts “The fates sent you right when we needed you. I bestow upon you a compass that will show you your path, as well as a horn that will call me to your aid. Go. The fates of the gods are in your hands”
Riley leaves to gathers provisions for our quest. All of a sudden, a man in dark robes appears. “Who are you?” I say nervously .
“I am Hades, the god of the dead. While you are on your little quest for my brother Zeus, you must decide to help Zeus, or to give me the amulet.” 
“Why would I help you!” I exclaim.
“Because if you don’t, I will kill your friend!" he disappeared. I decide not to tell Riley. I feel bad about keeping this a secret from her, but I don’t think that Hades would like me telling her. 
 	We set off following the compass and walk till sundown. “We should stop and get some sleep,” I say setting my pack down. We lay down and as I lay there, I ponder what Hades said and if there was any way not to give him the amulet. After a while, I drift off into an uneasy sleep. 
“Wake up,” says Riley, shaking me. We get ready quickly, and keep on walking. We walk for what feels like days and finally reach a huge archway. We walk through and standing there is a sphinx.
“How did humans find Térata?” the Sphinx questions, I don't answer her .
 “We’d like to enter Térata.” I say. 
“Well then, you must correctly answer my riddle, and if you answer incorrectly, I eat you both. Riddle me this: 
Cold as ice, warm as fire.
Without it, you will tire.
As important as food or air,
you take it with you everywhere.”
I think to myself, what's both cold and hot, that you would get tired without, necessary like food or air? Maybe sleep, but then there is the last line: you take it with you everywhere. What is that supposed to mean? 
“Water! The answer is water.” I proclaim The Sphinx steps aside, and Riley and I walk into Térata.  As we walk we notice many monsters. We make it to the middle of the room and, I grab the amulet then yell “Hades, I did what you said.” He appears quickly.
Riley looks at me and says “I thought that we were helping Zeus. This whole time you’ve been planning on betraying me and them?” I don’t say anything but instead I quickly blow into the horn, and Zeus appears. 
“Hades, how dare you force my quester to steal the amulet for you.” He rises into the sky glowing, and throws a huge lighting bolt at Hades. It hits him but doesn’t seem to do anything. Hades raises his hands towards the roof and skeletal soldiers climb out of the ground. The battle is huge, two powerful beings exchanging blows. Finally, Zeus throws one last lightning bolt and Hades disappears. I hand the amulet to Zeus. “Wait, you aren't working for Hades!” Riley says. I explain how he threatened to kill her if I didn’t. Zeus waves his hand, and we are standing in front of the councill again
“They have saved us all” Zeus says. Everybody starts cheering. We proudly stand there in front of everybody. Zeus waves his hand and we are standing back in my attic. I show Riley the stopwatch, and we look at each other knowing that would not be our last adventure.
