The Mattresses

“Harper it’s time for school” my mom yelled. 
“I’m coming” I said as I pulled up my duck socks and put on my hightops. 
Once I got on the bus I sat down right next to my best friend Alison Miller, she had short blond hair and blue eyes. “
“Hey!” she said’
“Hello!” I replied 
“Ugh, do you know if Mia is going to be at soccer today?” I asked 
 “I don't know,” Alison sighed.
Together we strode into the school building, and to my right there was Mia standing by her locker probably gossiping to all her friends, as she twisted her long red hair. I tried walking quickly but Mia saw me and said, 
“Those socks are for babys.”
 “Well I think they’re cool and don’t care what you think Mia,” Alison said to defend me, as she tossed her hair and whipped it at Mia’s face, we walked off to science class.
Math was my least favorite class, but it was also my last class of the day, and I wanted to go to Costco to get a few things for Camp. Mr. Mendez then interrupted my thoughts,
“Harper, did you hear me?” 
“No,” I replied quietly. 
“Can anyone please tell Harper what I said?” Mr. Mendez asked.
 “I will,” Mia answered with a glint in her hazel eyes.
 “Thank you Mia,” Mr. Mendez replied. 
“He said open to page number 207, Duckster” 
“Thanks” I say sarcastically.

After the bell rang I hopped out of my seat and ran  out to my locker, and grabbed my stuff quickly, hoping I wouldn't miss the bus. As soon as I got outside I looked around and could not see any bright yellow buses, I saw a dark pink Jeep that could not be mistaken, it was my mom’s car, I ran over and asked, 
“What are you…” 
 “HI!” Mia interrupted, 
“What is she doing here!?” I shouted 
“Relax, we’re just taking her to Costco then soccer with us.” my mom explained 
“This is a nightmare!” I cried.
We parked at Costco and got out, I stayed back as they walked toward the entrance, my mom looked back and asked 
“Are you going to come to Harper?” 
“Yeah.” I muttered, my mom came up and put her arm around me,
 “Come on, it will be fun.” Once we scanned our membership card we saw Alison and her mom, right next to the Haribo gummy bears. I looked around and there were blinding lights everywhere, I had this crazy thought, what if I turn off the power. I looked around to see if there were any obvious places the power switch would be, but before I could find anything, Mia made a scene to say hi to Alison,
“Heey bestie!”
 “Uh,hello?” Alison replied, then Alison whispered to me, 
“Why is she here?”
Before I could say anything my Mom asked, 
“Hey girls, can you go on a little adventure to get some snacks you want for soccer?” “	Yes!” exclaimed Mia 
“Is it OK with you guys too?” “Yeah Mom, that's fine.” I answered, but I was really thinking this could be my chance to turn the power off. I know I might be a little eager to turn it off, but it's for the Earth. I went back to looking for the switch and thinking if it was even a possibility, then I saw it, right by the bathrooms,
 “Um, I need to go to the bathroom” “I announced 
"Okay, I guess we will take a stop at the bathrooms” Mia noted 
“NO!, I mean sure” I blurted out
Once we got to the bathrooms I stretched my arms up then flipped the switch then, I heard a yell.
 “AHHHHH!” and of course it was coming from Mia. I had already told Alison the  plan, we pulled Mia to the mattresses there were five staked on top of each other. There was a pillow box right next to the mattresses, I grabbed one and covered Mia’s mouth.
We put Mia on the mattresses then I climbed up. Alison tried getting up to help, but couldn't, she climbed up on a shelf and was getting ready to jump onto the mattresses. I was practically sitting on Mia’s face. The only part that made it less fun was that there was a pillow between us. Alison was about to jump, I didn't notice until she accidentally pushed us into the pillow box, she tried to grab us, but only pulled herself in too. DUN DUN DUNN blared Mia’s phone, but stopped immediately.
As  soon as Alison fell we all sank and sank until we hit the  bottom. As soon as we hit the bottom of the pillows, they cascaded. Once my mind caught up to what was happening, I panicked, I thought this would be the end, I tried opening my eyes. They were so dry but I managed, right in front of me were Alison and Mia standing next to each other. I looked around and saw a small dusty room. 
“Harper are you alright?” Alison asked, I sat up
“Yeah, except for my fingers” I looked down at them, they were red and swollen.
“Don’t make such a big deal about it, they're just red” Mia scolded.
We walked over to the wall trying to find some sort of door. I’ve read enough mystery books to know what to look for.
“A painting, that’s it!” I exclaimed I ran to the painting, it was a field full of flowers, I took it down, and revealed an old wooden door. Mia ran over and put her hand on the door knob, 
“Wait, we don’t know what’s on the other side” Alison warned 
“It’s fiiine, but if we don’t make it out I’m sorry for saying all that mean stuff ” Mia replied. 
She opened the door and there was a girl, duck tape bounded around her mouth, tied to a metal chair.
 

