He Didn’t do it
	It was a late day in the summer of 2026, and the sun was about to set.
	“Kira! It’s getting late, so come inside for dinner soon.”
	“Ok Mom!” She started to put away her toys she’s playing with, when her best friend, Everest, was walking towards her. “Hey,” she said, waving, as her friend walked closer.
	“Hey Kira, I was just gonna pass by before leaving for camp.”
	“Oh, I didn’t realize you were leaving.”
	“I know, it just came up a few minutes ago. You’re the first person I told.”
	“Ok then, I’ll see you at school .” She saw that Everest walked away already, waving to acknowledge what Kira had said. Kira sighs, finishes cleaning up, then goes inside for dinner.
	
***
	“So I’ll see you next week at the same time, here?”
	“Yeah, I’ll be free then.”
	“I’ll see you then, Kira.”
	“You too, Ever!” They leave the diner together, Kira drops Everest off at her car before walking off to hers, not realizing that this would be the last time they see each other.
	“Hey honey, how was dinner?”
	“It was good. I haven’t seen Kira since we left for vacation. It was nice being able to catch up.”
“That sounds nice. I’m gonna go to bed and I left you a glass of chardonnay on the coffee table if you want.”
“Don’t worry. I’ll need it.”
Meanwhile, Kira was just getting to her apartment and she decided to drink a glass of champagne leftover from New Years Eve before going to bed. She feels scared for Everest because it was her first time seeing her since Everest’s husband, Ethan, got out of prison for a murder charge. As soon as he got out of prison, he took Ever on a vacation, where Kira couldn’t even talk to her. Soon, she went to the bathroom to brush her teeth and get ready for bed. Then, she went to bed and fell asleep as soon as she closed her eyes.
The morning one week after, Kira woke up refreshed and ready for the day ahead of her.  After she drank her coffee and got dressed, she got in her car and started driving to her old family mansion by Ellis Lake. The mansion faced one of the largest private lakes in the world, Ellis Lake. It was the perfect place for Kira and her extended family to fish, boat, and sunbathe. The mansion was also used for family gatherings, like the one she was going to today. She always remembered these reunions as the place where family members would bug her about still being single. “You see, I never even knew that eyes could come in that shade of blue,” she remembered Aunt Martha saying to her the last reunion they had. 
She parked her car and went in. Inside was already lively as Kira walked in late. Much of the food had already been eaten. She tried to grab a plate as several cousins ran up to her and greeted her. She obviously couldn’t hear what everyone was saying at the same time, so she just replied with an “It’s nice to see you guys too!” She grabbed a plate and sat on the couch where she was talking with her cousins about their lives. She glanced slightly to the right of the couch where one of the people she did not recognize was just looking around, and at one point, made eye contact with her. “Who’s that?”
“Clara,” responded a cousin, “we were just talking before you got here, and now she’s waiting for someone.”
“Well, I’d better go,” she said after a while, “I have to have dinner with a friend.” As she walked out the door, she looked back and saw everyone waving at her. 
She reached the diner and walked inside. Surprisingly, Everest wasn’t inside. She’s usually early. She decided to call Everest’s boss, another one of her friends. However, Nina said that Everest hasn’t shown up for the past few days. Worried, she tried going to Everest’s house. 
She was about to knock on the door when she realized that Ethan’s car seemed to have gotten new tires; there were moving boxes labeled “C. Porter <3”. I knew he was cheating on her, she thought to herself. It was only then when she realized that she saw Everest’s jewelry at the pawn shop this morning. Then, she figured it out. Ethan had killed her; That thought repeated in her mind over and over again as her anger grew. But for now, she knew there was nothing she could do about it. 
***
It had been several weeks since Everest had died, and Kira just got the final verdict that Ethan was not guilty based on lack of sufficient evidence. She stood outside the courthouse waiting for a ride when Ethan came up to her and said, “I know you’re mad at me, but I swear I didn’t do it.”
“I believe you.”
“Really?”
“Yes, I do. Hey, do you wanna come over to a lake house sometime. I have a boat, and I know you like to fish.”
“That would be nice.”
“Ok then. See you next Tuesday?”
“That will work. I’ll be there around 11.”
“Perfect.”
***
It was noon on Tuesday, and Kira was on the boat with Ethan eating lunch. They were having a good conversation when Ethan decided to go back to fishing. A few hours passed in silence, except for when Ethan was struggling to catch a fish. He turned around just as Kira had hit him in the head with the frying pan she used to make lunch. “This is for Everest.”
“What? I didn’t-” She hit him again, knocking him out. She hit him several more times until she couldn’t feel a pulse anymore. Then she threw him into the lake. She looked up and sighed out of relief. 
Then, she saw it, a figure that had Everest’s exact outline, holding a sign. What does it say? She read it again before realizing what she had done. She gasped down into the lake where she dropped Ethan; blood all over the boat. She quickly drove to where she saw and Ever’s figure ran away. Soon, as Kira was chasing her, Everest disappeared. Kira looked down at the ground where she saw the sign. “He didn’t do it!” She picked it up and hurried to the boat. 
When she got there, she drove as fast as she could to the other side of the lake and went inside the house. It had this weird eerie feeling to it as Kira walked in. She stopped in shock as she saw a woman sitting on the couch. “Clara Porter,” she said in this weirdly calm tone. She had the suspicion that Clara knew everything.
“I didn’t kill her.”
“I know. She’s not even dead.”
“That’s because they did this on purpose.”
“Who?”
“A society that resides under the lake you just dropped the love of my life in.”
“So sad. What society is this?”
“One that brainwashes girls starting from a young age to convince their best friends to kill their significant others. Haven’t you ever wondered where Evy went all those summers when you were young?”
“I do now.”
“Good.”
“Why?”
“Why would I know?”
“I would assume you were in this cult before.”
“It is a society, but yes. Luckily I escaped before they could tell me anything.”
“Why are they under the lake?”
“Great Uncle Larry gave the underground part of the property for a large sum. Our family never got involved in it though.”
“So Ever, had me murder her husband just because.”
“Yes, and yours is the first ever to happen inside the property. Poor Evy though, she would have never known.”
“That’s all you know?”
“For now.” 
“Why didn’t she tell me?”
“She couldn’t. She was brainwashed.”
“Ok then.” Just then Kira woke up in her bed in the mansion, relieved that everything had just been a dream. Then, as she starts getting out of bed she reads the words sketched in blood, “He didn’t do it”.
